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Explanations of an unexpected event by children with high-functioning pervasive developmental

disorder

NOMURA, Kayo (Graduate School of Psychology, Chukyo University)

BEPPU, Satoshi (Faculty of Education, Gifu University)

The present study compared explanations of an experimental unexpected event between children with
pervasive developmental disorder (PDD) and developmentally normal children. We presented a video of
the modified "Sally-Ann" task, only the last part of which differs from the original task developed by
Baron-Cohen and colleagues (1985). In our modified video, the main character opens a box, which is an
unexpected action, and discovers a ball. After viewing the video, participants were asked: "Why did she do

that? Give any reasons that you can think of."

Developmentally normal children took into account mutual exchanges with others in their answers. In
contrast, although children with PDD can be conscious of the existence of other people, it is difficult for
them to connect to others through mutual exchanges. This suggests that children with PDD have difficulty
with the social aspects of mutual negotiations in everyday life, even after they acquire a "theory of mind".
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