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Examination of misrecognition responses of the human figure in Card 20 of the TAT: Comparison with
human responses on the Rorschach and between patients with schizophrenia and non-patients
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The present study examines misrecognition responses of the human figure in Card 20 of the Thematic
Apperception Test (TAT). Misrecognition responses were compared to human responses on the
Rorschach. In addition, misrecognition responses were categorized according to content and compared be-
tween patients with schizophrenia and non-patients. In Study 1, the TAT was administered to 91 college
students and the subjects were categorized into misrecognition and recognition groups. Misrecognition re-
sponses were observed in 16.5% of college students, suggesting that such misrecognition responses may not
be a good indicator of psychopathology. Comparison with human responses on the Rorschach revealed
that responses with an entire person and interaction between two or more people were significantly less
frequent in the misrecognition group, and the misrecognition group tended to give fewer human responses
with bad form quality levels than the recognition group. In Study 2, qualitative comparison of the
misrecognition responses between the non-patient and schizophrenia groups was conducted. The non-
patient group tended to give responses with themes of tranquility and desertedness, while the schizophre-
nia group tended to give responses with spiritual or supernatural themes and tended to tell destructive
stories that implied feelings of being victimized. These results suggest that misrecognition responses to
Card 20 may indicate a lack of interest in human interactions. Moreover, it was suggested that examina-
tion of threat levels of response contents after categorizing misrecognition is a valid method in the inter-
pretation of misrecognition responses.

Key words: Thematic Apperception Test, Rorschach technique, schizophrenia, human representation,
interpersonal relationship
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