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Depictions of physical contact in Mother -and- Child Drawings: Literature review from a developmental

perspective

BABA, Shizu (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)

Mother -and- Child Drawings was devised by Gillespie.When using this technique, the only instruction
given is "draw a mother and child." The typical drawings produced by university students was reported,
but no reports have described the typical drawings produced by infants and primary schoolchild.

Saito (2009) analyzed the mother and child drawings produced by 50 infants. Among these children,
90% produced a picture that could be categorized as [non-contact]. Furthermore, Seki (2012a, 2012b) in-
vestigated depictions of contact among the drawings produced by fourth and sixth graders. Among these
children, [non-contact] was observed in approximately 70% of the drawings, and these children did not
draw handholding. These drawings featured depictions of daily life. Among university students, typical
drawings depicted [physical contact], and the drawings were considered to represent the ideological image
of mother and child. It is important that these differences in development stage could be identified based

on interpretations of Mother -and- Child Drawings.

Key words: Mother -and- Child Drawings, developmental stages
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