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The Rorschach Index for the outpatients at the beginning stage of Dementia

KITAHARA, Shizuka (Sawa Memorial Hamamatsu Hospital)
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YAHIRO, Kanao (Professor Emeritus, Chukyo University)

The authors explored to make out the Rorschach index for the patients who were experiencing slips of
memory and were suspected to be at the beginning stage of dementia at our hospital. To make the first ver-
sion of the index, we gathered phenomena and/or behaviors that are significant in characteristic upon im-
plementation of the Rorschach's test. Through the several steps, we finally identified 16 notable signs and
collectedly named them "Rorschach Index for Slips of Memory (RISM)". The data from the 43 subjects
tested was evaluated according to the signs and each subject's score was divided by the number of the total
responses. We called it the RISM value. The correlation between HDS-R and RISM was [0 0.515. A com-
parison between the 10subjectswho were not diagnosed with dementia and the other 10 subjects whose
HDS-Rs was under 14 also had a clear differences in the average age, total responses, HDS-R and RISM.

We think this new index will be useful, though it requires more refinement to assess people who show
impairment of daily or social behaviors but on the other hand show high HDS-R score.

Key words: Rorschach Index, Slips of memory, Dementia
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