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Interpretation process of drawing tests:

Basics of interpretation and psychological test reporting

BABA, Shizu (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)
MATSUDA, Ryo (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)

The purpose of this report is to support beginners’ interpretation skills by clarifying the interpretation process
for drawing tests. We discuss methods for instruction, behavioral observation, and post-drawing interrogation ,
and focus on the role of language in nonverbal testing. Drawing test results are interpreted using overall
evaluation, formal analysis, and content analysis. Many beginners find it difficult to perform overall evaluation,
but we recommend starting with a basic impression, with training to develop the ability to verbalize impressions.
Description as a technique of art appreciation is useful for paying attention to the details of a drawing. The
features of a drawing are determined by the frequency of appearance. Furthermore, identifying the features of a
drawing not only involves comparison with other drawings, but also paying attention to differences within an
individual. Interpreting the features of a drawing involves the complementary use of overall artistic evaluation,
objective formal analysis, and content analysis. The interpretation of drawing test results involves identifying a
story with multiple features, which requires an understanding of the essential meaning of each index.
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