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"You said the other day you thought we were a deal happier than the King chil-
dren, for they were fighting and fretting all the time, in spite of their money."
"So | did, Beth. Well I guess we are; for we do have to work, we make fun for our-
selves, and are a pretty jolly set, as Jo would say."
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"Jo does use such slang words," observed Amy, with a reproving look at the long
figure stretched on the rug. Jo immediately sat up, put her hands in her apron pock-
ets, and began to whistle.

"Don't, Jo; it's so boyish." [Meg said.]

“That's why | do it."

"l detest rude, unlady-like girls."

"l hate affected, niminy piminy chits." (LW 2-3)
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"Really, girls, you are both to be blamed," said Meg, beginning to lecture in her
elder sisterly fashion. "You are old enough to leave off boyish tricks, and to behave
better, Josephine. It didn't matter so much when you were a little girl, but now you
are so tall, and turn up your hair, you should remember that you are a young lady."

“I'm not! And if turning up my hair makes me one, I'll wear it in two tails till I'm
twenty," cried Jo, pulling off her net, and shaking down a chestnut mane. "I hate to
think I've got to grow up, and be Miss March, and wear long gowns, and look as
prim as a China Aster! It's bad enough to be a girl, anyway, when I like boy's games
and work and manners! | can't get over my disappointment in not being a boy. And
it's worse than ever now, for I'm dying to go and fight with Papa. And | can only stay
home and knit, like a poky old woman!" (LW 3)
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angelic little children? You know your castle wouldn't be perfect without," (LW 142) O
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"Oh, Jo, it's not so bad as that?" cried Laurie, with a startled face.

"Yes, it is. She doesn't know us, she doesn't even talk about the flocks of green
doves, as she calls the vine leaves on the wall. She doesn't look like my Beth, and
there's nobody to help us bear it. Mother and father both gone, and God seems so far
away | can't find Him.... Oh, me! It does seem as if all the troubles came in a heap,
and | got the heaviest part on my shoulders," sighed Jo, spreading her wet handker-
chief over her knees to dry.

"Doesn't Meg pull fair?" asked Laurie, looking indignant.

"Oh, yes, she tries to, but she can't love Bethy as | do, and she won't miss her as
I shall. Beth is my conscience, and | can't give her up. | can't! I can't"" (LW 185-86)
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"Then you fancy that Meg is not interested in John?"

"Who?" cried Jo, staring.

"Mr. Brooke. I call him 'John' now; we fell into the way of doing so at the hospital,
and he likes it."

"Oh, dear! I know you'll take his part: he's been good to father, and you won't send
him away, but let Meg marry him, if she wants to. Mean thing! to go petting papa
and helping you, just to wheedle you into liking him;" and Jo pulled her hair again
with a wrathful tweak. (LW 202-03)
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"She'll see his in those handsome eyes that she talks about, and then it will be all
up with her. She's got such a soft heart, it will melt like butter in the sun if any one
looks sentimentally at her. She read the short reports he sent more than she did your
letters, and pinched me when | spoke of it, and likes brown eyes, and doesn't think
John an ugly name, and she'll go and fall in love, and there's an end of peace and fun,
and cosy times together. I see it all! They'll go lovering around the house, and we
shall have to dodge; Meg will be absorbed, and no good to me any more; Brooke will
scratch up a fortune somehow,--carry her off, and make a hole in the family; and |
shall break my heart, and everything will be abominably uncomfortable. Oh, dear
me! why weren't we all boys, then there wouldn't be any bother."

Jo leaned her chin on her knees, in a disconsolate attitude, and shook her fist at the
reprehensible John. (LW 203)
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But poor Jo never got her laugh, for she was transfixed upon the threshold by a
spectacle which held her there, staring with her mouth nearly as wide open as her
eyes. Going in to exult over a fallen enemy, and to praise a strong-minded sister for
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the banishment of an objectionable lover, it certainly was a shock to behold the
aforesaid enemy serenely sitting on the sofa, with the strong-minded sister enthroned
upon his knee, and wearing an expression of the most abject submission. Jo gave a
sort of gasp, as if a cold shower-bath had suddenly fallen upon her, --or such an un-
expected turning of the tables actually took her breath away. At the odd sound, the
lovers turned and saw her. Meg jumped up, looking both proud and shy; but "that
man," as Jo called him, actually laughed, and said coolly, as he kissed the astonished
new-comer, "Sister Jo, congratulate us!"

That was adding insult to injury! it was altogether too much! and, making some
wild demonstration with her hands, Jo vanished without a word. Rushing upstairs,
she startled the invalids by exclaiming tragically, as she burst into the room, "Oh, do
somebody go down quick; John Brooke is acting dreadfully, and Meg likes it!"

Mr. and Mrs. March left the room with speed; and, casting herself upon the bed,
Jo cried and scolded tempestuously as she told the awful news to Beth and Amy. The
little girls, however, considered it a most agreeable and interesting event, and Jo got
little comfort from them; so she went up to her refuge in the garret, and confided her
troubles to the rats. (LW 232-33)

000o00oDooUuoooo00o0o0ooooooooooooooooooon ooo
00000000000 0D0o0ooooooooooooooooon ¢ wish |
could marry Meg myself, and keep her safe in the family)"D (LW 203) OO OQO0QO0OO
000oooo0ooo0 000000000 0ooooooooooooooooon
0000000 0000000000000 oD0OoO0o00oDooOOoO00DOoOOoOoOooo
goodoooooooooo D[IEJI][IEJIZIDEJIZIDEJDDDDDDDDEEEDJJDDDDD
000000000 o0oooo0oooooooooooooooooooooon
oo DDDHDHDWDHDHDDDDDDDDDD

gooooon bbb oodobooboouooooobooboouooog
000o00o0o00oo00ooodoooD 00oo0ooooooooooooooon
00000 000D00O000Do000Dooo000DooooooDoOoooooo

"l don't approve of the match, but I've made up my mind to bear it, and shall not
say a word against it," said Jo solemnly. "You can't know how hard it is for me to
give up Meg," she continued, with a little quiver in her voice.

"You don't give her up. You only go halves," said Laurie consolingly.

"It never can be the same again. I've lost my dearest friend," sighed Jo. (LW 234)
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Yet, Alcott's domestic fiction may oppose one conventional view of women, its oppo-
sition is consistent with another.... Takin her cue form [Nina] Baym['s Woman's
Fiction], Frances Cogan, in a more recent study of this fiction as well as of contem-
porary advice books, argues that the Cult of True Womanhood —the notion of
women as fragile, sexless, dependent, and self-denying—was opposed by what she
calls the Ideal of Real Womanhood. Advocating "intelligence, physical fitness and
health, self-sufficiency, economic self-reliance, and careful [combining love and pru-
dence] marriage" [qtd. In Cogan 4], the Ideal of Real Womanhood corresponds to
the program outlined in Alcott's domestic fiction. (xiii-xiv)
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