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The population employed in the cotton factories rises at five o'clock in the morning,
works in the mills from six till eight o'clock, and returns home for half an hour or forty
minutes to breakfast. This meal generally consists of tea or coffee with a little bread.
Oatmeal porridge is sometimes, but of late rarely used, and chiefly by the men; but the
stimulus of tea is preferred, and especially by the women.

The tea is almost always of a bad, and sometimes of a deleterious quality, the infu-
sion is weak, and little or no milk is added. The operatives return to the mills and work-
shops until twelve o'clock, when an hour is allowed for dinner. Amongst those who
obtain the lower rates of wages this meal generally consists of boiled potatoes. The mess
of potatoes is put into one large dish; melted lard and butter are poured upon them, and
a few pieces of fried fat bacon are sometimes mingled with them, and but seldom a little

meat. Those who obtain better wages, or families whose aggregate income is larger, add
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a greater proportion of animal food to this meal, at least three times in the week; but the
quantity consumed by the labouring population is not great. The family sits round the
table, and each rapidly appropriates his portion on a plate, or, they all plunge their
spoons into the dish, and with an animal eagerness satisfy the cravings of their appetite.
At the expiration of the hour, they are all again employed in the work-shops or mills,
where they continue until seven o'clock or a later hour, when they generally again in-
dulge in the use of tea, often mingled with spirits accompanied by a little bread. Oatmeal
or potatoes are however taken by some a second time in the evening. (Kay-Shuttleworth

8-9)
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'An immense number of the small houses occupied by the poorer classes in the sub-
urbs of Manchester are of the most superficial character; they are built by the numbers
of building clubs, and other individuals, and new cottages are erected with a rapidity

that astonishes persons who are unacquainted with their flimsy structure. They have
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certainly avoided the objectionable mode of forming under-ground dwellings, but have
run into the opposite extreme, having neither cellar nor foundation. The walls are only
half brick thick, or what the bricklayers call "brick noggin," and the whole of the mate-
rials are slight and unfit for the purpose.’ (Chadwick 343-44)

'In Manchester | could enumerate a variety of instances in which I found such pro-
miscuous mixture of the sexes in sleeping-rooms. | may mention one; a man, his wife
and child sleeping in one bed; in another bed, two grown up females; and in the same
room two young men, unmarried. | have met with instances of a man, his wife, and his
wife's sister, sleeping in the same bed together. | have known at least half-a-dozen cases
in Manchester in which that has been regularly practiced, the unmarried sister being an

adult." (Chadwick 192)
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But the most horrible spot (if | should describe all the separate spots in detail |
should never come to the end) lies on the Manchester side, immediately south-west of
Oxford Road, and is known as Little Ireland. In a rather deep hole, in a curve of the
Medlock and surrounded on all four sides by tall factories and high embankments, cov-
ered with buildings, stand two groups of about two hundred cottages, built chiefly back
to back, in which live about four thousand human beings, most of them Irish. The cot-
tages are old, dirty, and of the smallest sort, the streets uneven, fallen into ruts and in
part without drains or pavement; masses of refuse, offal and sickening filth lie among
standing pools in all directions; the atmosphere is poisoned by the effluvia from these,
and laden and darkened by the smoke of a dozen tall factory chimneys. A horde of
ragged women and children swarm about here, as filthy as the swine that thrive upon
the garbage heaps and in the puddles. In short, the whole rookery furnishes such a hate-

ful and repulsive spectacle as can hardly be equalled in the worst court on the Irk. The
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race that lives in these ruinous cottages, behind broken windows, mended with oilskin,
sprung doors, and rotten door-posts, or in dark, wet cellars, in measureless filth and
stench, in this atmosphere penned in as if with a purpose, this race must really have
reached the lowest stage of humanity. This is the impression and the line of thought

which the exterior of this district forces upon the beholder. (Engels 72-73)
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The contagious example which the Irish have exhibited of barbarous habits and sav-
age want of economy, united with the necessarily debasing consequences of uninter-

rupted toil, have demoralized the people. (Kay-Shuttleworth 12)

The population of the township [Newtown and Ancoats Districts] is 142,026; and
the acts of parochial relief in one year, each continued through indefinite periods of
time, were 321,172, of which acts 67,700 concerned Irish who had obtained no settlements.

The sources of vice and physical degradation are allied with the causes of pauperism.
Amongst the poor, the most destitute are too frequently the most demoralized virtue is
the surest economy vice is haunted by profligacy and want. Where there are most pau-
pers, the gin shops, taverns, and beer houses are most numerous. (Kay-Shuttleworth

34)
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"No, stupid, to be sure not. Going to see the chap thou spoke on." So they put on
their hats and set out. On the way Wilson said Davenport was a good fellow, though too
much of the Methodee; that his children were too young to work, but not too young to
be cold and hungry; that they had sunk lower and lower, and pawned thing after thing,
and that they now lived in a cellar in Berry Street, off Shore Street. Barton growled in-
articulate words of no benevolent import to a large class of mankind, and so they went
along till they arrived in Berry Street. It was unpaved; and down the middle a gutter
forced its way, every now and then forming pools in the holes with which the street
abounded. Never was the old Edinburgh cry of "Gardezl'eau!"” more necessary than in
this street. As they passed, women from their doors tossed household slops of every de-
scription into the gutter; they ran into the next pool, which overflowed and stagnated.

Heaps of ashes were the stepping-stones, on which the passer-by, who cared in the least
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for cleanliness, took care not to put his foot. Our friends were not dainty, but even they
picked their way, till they got to some steps leading down to a small area, where a per-
son standing would have his head about one foot below the level of the street, and might
at the same time, without the least motion of his body, touch the window of the cellar
and the damp muddy wall right opposite. You went down one step even from the foul
area into the cellar in which a family of human beings lived. It was very dark inside. The
window-panes, many of them, were broken and stuffed with rags, which was reason
enough for the dusky light that pervaded the place even at midday. After the account I
have given of the state of the street, no one can be surprised that on going into the cellar
inhabited by Davenport, the smell was so fetid as almost to knock the two men down.
Quickly recovering themselves, as those inured to such things do, they began to pene-
trate the thick darkness of the place, and to see three or four little children rolling on the
damp, nay wet brick floor, through which the stagnant, filthy moisture of the street
oozed up; the fire-place was empty and black; the wife sat on her husband's lair, and

cried in the dark loneliness. (Gaskell, MB 66-67)
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For several miles before they reached Milton, they saw a deep lead-coloured cloud
hanging over the horizon in the direction in which it lay. It was all the darker from con-
trast with the pale gray-blue of the wintry sky; for in Heston there had been the earliest
signs of frost. Nearer to the town, the air had a faint taste and smell of smoke; perhaps,
after all, more a loss of the fragrance of grass and herbage than any positive taste or
smell. Quick they were whirled over long, straight, hopeless streets of regularly-built

houses, all small and of brick. Here and there a great oblong many-windowed factory
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stood up, like a hen among her chickens, puffing out black ‘unparliamentary' smoke, and
sufficiently accounting for the cloud which Margaret had taken to foretell rain.

(Gaskell, NS 59)

gobooobooooboobobooobooobobooo, booooboobooboooobobooo
weoooooooooooobDOoooooooooooooobooDobboooO (mbooo
o)y ooooooooooooooooooooooooobooo, ooboooooooo
goobobooo, bobobobobooboooboboobooboobob, boboooboooboo
gbobobooooobooobooboboboboooobooobooobooboob, boboooboooboo
ooooooooooobooobooOono @Gno

gbobooooboooobobooboboboobooobooboooboboooboobooboo, o
gboboboooooboooboobobob, bobooooooboobobobobooboobooon
U, 0boboooboobooboobobobooooooobobobo

‘I think I was well when mother died, but | have never been rightly strong sin' some-
where about that time. | began to work in a carding-room soon after, and the fluff got
into my lungs and poisoned me.'

'Fluff?' said Margaret, inquiringly.

'FIuff,’ repeated Bessy. 'Little bits, as fly off fro' the cotton, when they're carding it,

and fill the air till it looks all fine white dust. They say it winds round the lungs, and

Harwood and Mcgahey, Mills, Twist Factory, Oxford Street, Manchester (1860)
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tightens them up. Anyhow, there's many a one as works in a carding-room, that falls
into a waste, coughing and spitting blood, because they're just poisoned by the fluff.'

‘But can't it be helped?' asked Margaret.

‘I dunno. Some folk have a great wheel at one end o' their carding-rooms to make a
draught, and carry off th' dust; but that wheel costs a deal o' money—five or six hundred
pound, maybe, and brings in no profit; so it's but a few of th' masters as will put 'em up;
and I've heard tell o' men who didn't like working places where there was a wheel, be-
cause they said as how it mad 'em hungry, at after they'd been long used to swallowing
fluff, tone go without it, and that their wage ought to be raised if they were to work in
such places. So between masters and men th' wheels fall through. | know | wish there'd

been a wheel in our place, though.' (Gaskell, NS 102)
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