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Practical use of the Thematic Apperception Test in forensics

URATA, Hiroshi (Wakayama juvenile classification home)

Japanese psychologists who work in forensics and correctional settings traditionally use the Thematic
Apperception Test (TAT) to clarify the mechanisms of crime and delinquency.
The subjects to whom the psychologists administer TAT mainly committed crimes such as murder, rob-

bery, rape, molestation, or arson.

A psychologist from the Japanese Ministry of Justice, Fujita (2001), developed the Frame of Informa-
tion Analysis to analyze the TAT narratives, which is often used by many Ministry of Justice psycholo-

gists.

Saito(1998) reviewed the use of TAT in the criminal justice field from the 1950s through to the 1990s
and divided it into four terms. Although TAT studies have generally declined, professionals in the crimi-

nal justice field continue to use TAT enthusiastically.
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