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TAT story characteristics: analysis and interpretation

TAKASE, Yuji (Meiji University)

In this study, the characteristics of Thematic Apperception Test (TAT) stories emerging from conven-
tional analytical methods are discussed and the contributions of the story analysis proposed by Suzuki
(1997) explained. By applying the conventional method, the difficulties in decomposing TAT story con-
tents were shown to be due to the nature of gestalt. Therefore, TAT story analyses will need to focus on
theme and plot without decomposing them into their elements. Furthermore, because TAT stories are suit-
able for content analysis, formal analysis alone cannot sufficiently grasp their meaning. Based on these
findings, a strategy for effectively using Suzuki's method is discussed.

Key words: TAT (Thematic Apperception Test), analysis method, interpretation
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