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Development of the Japanese Version of the Revised Death Anxiety Scale

KAWASHIMA, Daisuke (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)

This study aimed to develop a Japanese version of the Revised Death Anxiety Scale (RDAS-J) and in-
vestigate its psychometric properties. Study 1 involved a factor analysis, revealing that the RDAS-J in-
cluded four components: Non-being, Pain, Body, and Afterlife. A significant correlation between the
Death Anxiety Scale (DAS) and the RDAS-J was confirmed, except for the Body subscale. Study 2 exam-
ined the relationships between the RDAS-J and the scale of Attitudes Toward Death, and Religious Belief.
The validity of the scale was also reconfirmed by the use of confirmatory factor analysis. Overall, the cur-
rent results indicated that the RDAS-J has acceptable validity and reliability, but further research should
be conducted to explore other related variables and improve the psychometric properties of the scale.
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