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A number of problems in traffic psychology require solution in order to establish its position as
a scientific and academic discipline and to foster its contribution as an applied science to the meet-
ing of urgent community needs.

The establishment of traffic psychology as an academic discipline requires: (a) an agreed definition
of traffic psychology, (b) systematization of the various fields of traffic psychology, (c) documenta-
tion of its history, and development of its research methodology, (d) agreement on terminology, and
(e) determined action by the Japanese Association of Traffic Psychology to address these needs.

As regards the social contribution of traffic psychology, two areas of the discipline are considered,
one highly special and one more general. In both areas, a lack of systematization in the teaching of
traffic psychology has been acknowledged and debated. Areas in which knowledge and training are
indispensable for the present day application of traffic psychology include: foundations of psychol-
ogy, educational psychology, clinical psychology, developmental psychology and the psychology of
domestic relations, counseling, attitude theory and practice, testing theory and practice, traffic safety
psychology, methodology of traffic psychology, social psychology of traffic, traffic education and
training, organizational behaviour in traffic psychology, technique and practice of traffic education,
group dynamics in traffic education, human engineering in traffic research, analysis of traffic acci-
dents, group counseling in traffic education, clinical psychology and welfare in traffic psychology,
role-playing techniques and practice in traffic psychology.

Key words: traffic psychology, discipline of traffic psychology, specialist of Traffic psychology, educa-
tion about traffic psychology
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