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Since [Quinn] was technically Paul Auster, that was the
name he had to protect. Anything else, even the truth,
would be an invention, a mask to hide behind and keep him
safe.
"In that case," he said, "I'm happy to oblige you. My name is
Quinn."
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"you [Quinn] were the best man in the city for this kind of
thing.", "From what I've seen of you so far, Mr. Auster, I'm sure
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("For reasons that were never made clear to him, he suddenly
felt an irresistible urge for a particular red notebook at the bot-
tom. . . . He was at a loss to explain to himself why he found it
so appealing.” 63)0 OO Stillman Sr. OO0 OO0 "OWER OF
BAB" O UOUOODOOODDODOOODOOODODODDODOOODODOOO
O00o0obooDbDoDoOoO0O ("For no particular reason that he
was aware of, Quinn turned to a clean page of the red notebook
and sketched a little map of the area Stillman had wandered in."
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[1t] did not occur to him that he was going to show up for

his appointment. Even that locution, his appointment,
seemed odd to him. It wasn't his appointment, it was Paul
Auster's. And who that person was he had no idea. ... It was
not until he had his hand on the doorknob that he began to
suspect what he was doing. "l seem to be going out," he said
to himself. "But if 1 am going out, where exactly am |
going?"
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[T1he real author is required to embed the connotation, the
paradoxical self-apprehension of a character realizing him-
self as a puppet, which leads us to the logical discernment of
a cause, a puppeteer. The implied author's function, on the
other hand, is strictly limited to manipulating Quinn's con-
trol strings.
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Stillman laughed, as if at a good joke. "Not exactly," he said.

"You see, there never was any such person as Henry Dark. |

made him up. He's an invention."

"No," said Quinn, with feigned disbelief.

"Yes. He's a character in a book I once wrote. A figment."
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It felt as though he had lost half of himself. For two weeks
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The man was obviously enjoying himself, but the precise na-
ture of that pleasure eluded Quinn. It seemed to be a kind of
soundless laughter, a joke that stopped short of its
punchline, a generalized mirth that had no object.
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He lathered his face, took out a clean blade, and started
scraping off his beard. For some reason, he found it unpleas-
ant to look in the mirror and kept trying to avoid himself
with his eyes.
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He [Quinn] felt as though Auster were taunting him with

the things he had lost, and he responded with envy and rage,

a lacerating self-pity. Yes, he too would have liked to have

this wife and this child, ...
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For the first time since he had bought the red notebook,

what [Quinn] wrote that day had nothing to do with the

Stillman case. Rather, he concentrated on the things he had
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seen while walking. He did not stop to think about what he
was doing, nor did he analyze the possible implications of
this uncustomary act.
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Each time he took a walk, he felt as though he were leaving
himself behind, and giving himself up to the movement of
the streets, by reducing himself to a seeing eye, he was able
to escape the obligation to think,...On his best walks, he
was able to feel that he was nowhere.
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Fate in the sense of what was, of what happened to be. It
was something like the word "it" in the phrase "it is raininig"
or "itis night." ... A generalized condition of things as they
were, perhaps; the state of is-ness that was the ground on
which the happenings of the world took place.
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Baudelaire: 11 me semble que je serais toujours bien la ou je
ne suis pas. In other words: It seems to me that | will always
be happy in the place where I am not. Or, more bluntly:
Wherever | am not is the place where I am myself. Or else,
taking the bull by the horns: Anywhere out of the world.
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How he managed to keep himself hidden during this period
is a mystery. But it seems that no one discovered him or
called his presence to the attention of the authorities....It
was as though he had melted into the walls of the city.
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On a table near the bed there was a framed photograph of a
blond, beefy-faced young man. Another photograph showed
the same young man smiling, standing in the snow with his
arm around an insipid-looking girl. She, too, was smiling.
Behind them there was a ski slope, a man with two skis on
his shoulder, and the blue winter sky.
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Quinn put the red notebook on the floor, removed the deaf
mute's pen from his pocket, and tossed it onto the red note-
book. Then he took off his watch and put it in his pocket.
After that he took off all his clothes, opened the window,
and one by one dropped each thing down the airshaft.
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He regretted having wasted so many pages at the beginning
of the red notebook, and in fact felt sorry that he had both-
ered to write about the Stillman case at all. For the case was
far behind him now, and he no longer bothered to think
about it. It had been a bridge to another place in his life, and
now that he had crossed it, its meaning had been lost. Quinn
no longer had any interest in himself.
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He felt that his words had been severed from him, that now
they were a part of the world at large, as real and specific as
a stone, or a lake, or a flower. They no longer had anything
to do with him.
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