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0000oooodO (theuncanny) OO0 0O O0OOODOOOOOOO
If the "Heimlich Unheimlich" represents the most terrifying combination (the mon-
ster that is both extremely familiar in its human-like appearance yet extremely unfa-
miliar in every other way), then the zombie represents an ideal manifestation of
Freud's configuration.

The uncanny is not only physically frightening but also constitutes a return of psy-
chologically repressed trauma. As Freud points out, "This uncanny element is actu-
ally nothing new or strange, but something . . . estranged from [the psyche] only
through being repressed”; in other words, the uncanny presents an element of that
which may be familiar but isn't necessarily desired. For Freud, this repressed anxiety
is the very concept of death itself, for, unfortunately, "the aim of all life is death."
(Bishop 2010; 111)
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Actual rape is practically nonexistent in the slasher film, evidently on the premise...
that violence and sex are not concomitants but alternatives, the one as much a substi-
tute for and a prelude to the other as the teenage horror film is a substitute for and
a prelude to the "adult" film... (Clover 29)
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