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People's images of psychology students: Part 11, how society evaluates their Fundamental Competencies

for Working Persons

HASEGAWA, Yuka (School of Psychology, Chukyo university)
YOSHIMOTO, Sanae (School of Psychology, Chukyo university)
SHUDO, Yusuke (School of Psychology, Chukyo university)
YAMAMOTO, Tatsuya (School of Psychology, Chukyo university)
KAWASHIMA, Daisuke (School of Psychology, Chukyo university)
KOJIMA, Yasuo (School of Psychology, Chukyo university)

This study investigated people's perceptions of psychology students, with particular focus in relation to
the Fundamental Competencies for Working Persons (Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, 2006).
A total of 700 adults aged 35-64 years participated in an online questionnaire. The results suggested psy-
chology students were thought have superior skills over other majors in their ability to influence, creativ-
ity, ability to deliver messages, ability to listen closely and carefully, flexibility, ability to grasp situations,
and ability to control stress, from among the 12 competency factors in the Fundamental Competencies for
Working Persons. Respondents who had studied psychology in a school setting had higher regard of psy-
chology students' ability to listen closely and carefully, flexibility, ability to grasp situations, and ability
to control stress, while respondents who had become familiar with psychology through media such as tele-
vision and books had higher regard not only of the above four competency factors, but also ability to de-
tect issues, planning skill, and ability to deliver messages. These findings suggest people have relatively
positive perceptions of psychology students.

Key words: images of psychology students, fundamental competencies for working persons,
familiarity with psychology
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