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Those who argue that Singaporeans lack intelligibility in spoken
English must not have heard the British in their "Cockney",
"Geordie" or "Brummie" dialects. Yet, these are considered "native
speakers of English", while Singaporeans are not.

Yes, many young Singaporeans grow up speaking English, are
more proficient in English than British children, and are emotion-

ally attached to the language. Many Singaporeans can and do
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"Among Singaporeans, there is an increasing awareness that

their competence in all the languages they lay claim to speak does
not match up to the standards of standard varieties. In other
words, Singaporeans do not speak English as well as the British,
the Americans or the Australians, and they do not speak

Mandarin as well as the Chinese. (Wee, Lian-Hee, 2009)
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