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A comparison of professional ethics in clinical psychology between Japan and the US

YAMAMOTO Tatsuya (Graduate School of Psychology, Chukyo University)
SHUDO Yusuke (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)

Ethics are essential to professionalism, and numerous professional associations have established ethical
codes. One country where professional ethics are engrained, especially in the field of clinical psychology,
is the United States of America. The American Psychological Association (APA) established ethical
codes in 1953. By contrast, in Japan, the ethical codes are newer, only becoming more prominent after the
Japanese Society of Certified Clinical Psychologists (JSCCP) established theirs in 2004. Some researchers
argue that Japanese ethical codes are minimal with those of the APA. Therefore, the aim of the present
study was to review this assertion by comparing these two ethical codes. The results showed that the
JSCCP ethical codes only included 33% of the provisions included in the APA codes. This suggests that
JSCCP's ethical codes have substantial room for improvement.

Key words: professional ethics, clinical psychology
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