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Factors of irrelevant speech that affect reading ability during reading comprehension tasks

YARIMIZU, Hidekazu (Nagoya University, Graduate School of Medicine)
MAKINO, Yoshitaka (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)

It is generally believed that an individual's focus on a task is seldom affected by chatter from noisy
crowds, however, many individuals report being sometimes distracted by another individual's speech in
daily life. In the present study, the factors of speech that cause distraction from tasks were examined.
First, the effects of irrelevant speech and noisy environments on distraction were compared. Next, the ef-
fects of irrelevant speech at multiple individual's speeches were observed and this was confirmed to reduce
the effects of distraction. We herein discuss the factors that contribute to the effects of irrelevant speech
on distraction, along with the production of an opposite effect by hearing irrelevant speech at multiple in-

dividual's speeches.
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