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In Tehanu, She attempts to change the whole system by exposing the dark side of
patriachy —including misogyn, rape, child abuse, and a system that devalues the work and
concorns of women, children, and powerless men—and postulating an alternative "woman's
power” that eventually lead Earthsea to new balance and harmony.®
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In the first, A Wizard of Earthsea, the teeage protagonist Ged has to learn to use magic
and accept and control his own dark side. In the second book, The Tombs of Atuan, a slightly
older Ged helps a teenage girl, Tenar, escape from her role as a priestess of dark powers. In
the third book, The Farthest Shore, a teenage boy, Arren, comes of age while helping Ged to
fight the threat of Cob, a rival magician who is draining Eartsea of life and magic by holding
out the illusory lure of immortality. The theme of the third book is the necesarity of accept-
ing death as a part of life, and Ged is able to save his world only by sacrificting his own pow-
ers of magic, thus undergoing a symbolic death.®”
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Tenar 1% Ged & @ Autun ifim» 5 25 FRIZTC b5 K HICRRK, Flint EHEW, B AZLE
RU. #BE L, M sH7, Flint O3#E. RIEALL -7 Tenar 3B %%k - 72 Ged IZHEDBEH
LRELBLARG, AEBHE DT I EHFLOBROMRICHEIETE 2 AMICEB S0 EREL
ERAT IS A

EZAT, Therru BERIEHETH S, " HOBERTEREETH 5, Tenar DL KED Lark O



2Lk B ETRBREOIM KB B-Tib, R, Flint (3RESZ U7EH - 72 Tenar iZ “Goha”
LWSLEDTTIFAL, TD&D “the Woman of Gont” EAXIZXiThB XS -7,

She had a foreign name, but Flint called her Goha‘--on Gont. --*so now she was Flint's
widow, Goha, misttress.®
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"They've been camped in the river meadows all the month. A man, passed himself off as a
tinker, but he's a thief, and woman with him. And another man, younger, hanging around
with them-- I said "Not well? A fever?" And the fellow says, "She hurt herself, lighting the
fire,"®" '
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- "She'd been pushed into the fire while it was burning,” she said. She swallowed, and bushed
" at'the sticking seeds on her face. "T'd say may be fell, but if she'd been awake she had tried
to save herself. They beat her and throught they'd killed her, I guss, and wanted to hide what
‘they'd done to her, so they —""

"It's beyond:-beyond help, I got her warm. Ivy's given her a potion and sleeping charm. I
carried her home. She must be six or seven but she didn't weight what a two-year-old
would.®

Goha called her Therru®...

I'm your mother now."”
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"Thehanu" said Tenar, Her name is Tehannu "She has been Tenanue since the beggining.
Always, she has been Tehanu.""”
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"Listen, people of Havnor! The Woman of Gont has spoken for us with a chief among the
drangon. They have pledged truce. One of them will come to us. A dragon will come here, to
the City of Havnor to the Palace of Maharion, Not to destory but to parley. The Time has
come when men and dragons must meet and talk. So I tell you. When the dragon comes. do
not fear it, do not fight it, do not fleet it, but welcome it in the Sign of Peace. Greet it as you
would greet a great lord come in peace from afar. And have no fear. For we are well procted
by the Sword of Erreth-Akbe, by the ring of Elfarran, and by the Name of Morred. And by

own name I pronise you, so long as I live I will defend you this city and this realm!""
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"Go now," Tenar said. She embraoed her and laid her hand on the great scar that was half

her face. "You are Kalessin's daughter as well as mine.""

B EOEN B L7,
They listetened in a breathless hush. A bust of cheers and shouts followed on his words as
he tuned and strode into the palace."”
FIRIEEIC2ERDLHED HREZ MR U7,
He ordered that his full Council meet in the morning at the fourth hour, and then all
dispered."”
Tenar IZDOEXD K HEMEF b L7,
he kept Tenar with him a minute while Tehanu went on. "It's she who protects us." he
- said™
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in the beginning, dragon and human were all one. They were all one people one race,
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winged, and the true lanaguage™”
Kalessin said: Long ago we chose freedom. Men chose the yoke. We chose fire and wind.
- They choose water and the earth. We chose the west, and they the east? "Kalessin said:" But

always us some envy them their wealth, and always among them envy us our liberty. So it



‘was that evil come into us and will come into us again until we choose again, and forever, to
be free.””
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"That dragon carried Tehanu's message to Orm Irian in Palm, who them must make the
long fight here, --- But dragons are swifter than any ship even with the mage wind. We may

look for Orm Irian at any time."®”
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"They are animals," said the old Lord of Felkwag. "Men can not reason with animals, make
peace with them."

"Are we to grovel before mindless beasts Are there no heroes left among us?" demanded the
imperious Lady of O-tokne.

To that, Onyx made a sharp reply: "Mindless?" They speak the language of the Making, in
the knowledge of which our art and power lies. They are beasts as we are beasts. Men are
animals that speak."®
Siamdi >3 {5 Prince Sege 1341272 5 KB %#H 59 %, Labannen (x Queen Heru's Tower

ZOEDOHEEMAF LI,
Tehanu, and Tenar, Alder, Sege, and Onyx, and Onyx, with the king's permission, brought
with him the pelnish wizard Seppel. They sat and ate together, talking little and quietly.®
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"My name was Irian, of the Domain of Old Iria on Way. I am Orm Irian now. Kalessin, the
Eldest, calls me daughter. I am sister to Orm E'mbar whom the king knew, grandchild of
Orm, who killed the king's companion Erreth-Akbe and was killed by him. I am here because

my sister Tehanu called to me.®”
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"---gome of the dragons said to kalessin, "Men in their envy of us long ago stole hallf our
realm beyond the west from us and made walls of spells to keep out of it. So now let us drive

them into the farthest east and take back the islander! Men and dragous cannot share the



wind.®
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"So one of these bands has come now to this island, Havnor, that we call the Cold Hill. The
dragan who came before them and spoke to Tehanu is my brother Ammaud. They seek to
drive you into the east, but Ammaud, like me enacts the will of Kalessin, seeking to free my
people from the yoke you wear. If he and I the children of Kalessin can preven harm to your
people and us, we will do so. But drangons have no king, and obey no one, and will fly where
they will. For a while they will do as my brother and I ask in Kalessin's name. But not for
long. And they fear nothing in the world except your wizardries of déath.

The king spoke, thanking Irian. He said, "you honour us with you truth-speaking. By my
name, we will speak truth to you. I beg you to tell me, dughter of Kalessin:-- What it is you
say the drogons fear? I thought they feared nothing in the world or out of it?

"We fear your spells of immortalify.” she said bluntly.

"of immortality?" Lebanne hesitated. "I am no wizard. Master Onyx, speak for me, if the
daughter of Kalessin will permit.”

"Lady Irian,” the wizard said "We mak no spells of immortality. Only the wizard Cob
sought to make himself immortal, pervading out art to do so." He spoke slowly and with evi-
dent care, searching his minel as he spoke. "Our Archmage, with my lord the king, and with
the Orm Embar, destroged Cob and evil he had done. And the Archmage gave all his power
to heal the world restoring the Equilibrium. No othe wizard in our lifetime has so sought
to—" He stopped short.

Irian looked looked straight at him. He looked down.

"The wizarad I destroyed,” she said, "The Summoner of Roke, Thorion —what was he
sough?

Onyx, stricken, said nothing "He came back from death," she said "But not living, as the
Archmage and the king did. He was dead, but he came back across the the wall by his arts—
by your arts—you men of Roke! How are we to trust anything you say? You have unmade
the balance of the world. Can you restore it?

"Roke keeps its secrets," Irian said with calm scorn.®
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"On Roke is the Immanent Grove," she said, "Isn't that what kalessin meant, sister, speak-
ing of the forest that at the center?" Turning to Irian, she showed people watching her the

whole ruin of her face, but she had fogotton them. "Maybe we need to go there," she said. "To



the center of things."
Irian smiled. "I'll go there," she said®”
Lebanne El3> XD &5 Bi#REET 5,
"Before I send you to Roke, or go with you," he said slowly "I must know what is at stake.

Master Onyx, I'm sorry that matters so grave and chancy force us to debate our course so
- openly. But I trust my council need to know is that our island need fear attack from the

west —that the truce at least hold."®

"It holds," Irian said®
"Can you say how long?"®
"A half year?" she offered, carelessly as if she had said, "A day or two."*”
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(4) Ibid., "The book focuses not only on a middle-aged. Tenar's search for an identity outside of her fa-
milial role, but also on Ged's need to find a new identity once he has lost the power that gave meaning
to his life. v
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Le Guin has been criticizing ‘patriarchy all along, implicicitly in the first three books of
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Earthsea, explicitly in Tehanu Le Guin sees that the marginalization of chidren is similiar to that
of women, so Tehanu deals with both. As Hatfield indicates. also suggests that the dragons in
Earthsea represent women as Other —a dangerous, poweful uncontrolled Other. This is very close
to Le Guin's, own explanation of the dragons in Earthsea Revisioned. "The dragon is the stranger,
the other, the not-human, a wild spirit, dangerous, winged, which escapes and destroys the artifi-
cial order of oppression. P, 109
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