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How frightful to have to live altogether according to the proprieties! I'd rather die.
Everything charming in life, as in Japanese art, is Irregularity and Eccentricity. The Perfect
Regular, the Mathematically Collect, is barbarism, and cruelty. Nay, it is a violation of all
Natural law: for all tendencies to evolutionary progress come. In the shape of invisible

tendencies to deviate from the common herd.(
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She had no face. There was only aple blur instead of a face. And even as I stared, the figure
vashided.®
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A distant relation of her deceased husband and an even more distant kin of the Hearns.

Thirteen years older than her troubling grandnephew, Henry had already attented a
Cathoric commercial college, spoke several foreign languages, was conspicaciously and
almost exggeratedly devout, and cleary ambitious. Mrs Brenane found him inordinatedly
charming, and before long he had become her personal financial adviser—as well as principal
be neficiary of her own investments—as he pushed his own business of importing goods from
the East.®
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Henry Molyneux... now back once more on his financial feet, decided to do something
about Patrick Hearn once and for all. This time there was no need for him to persuade Sara
Brenane; she was now seventy-five years old, and physically and mentally infirm.

In the spring of 1869, then Moleneux’s sister, Frances Ann was living in, Cininnati, Ohio,
with her husband Thomas Cullinan, of Without consulting the hean bog, Molyneau bought a
one-way boat ticket to New York City, called the unmanege able nineteen-year-old to his
office, presented him with the ticket and a small amount of money and instructed him find

his way to cincimatti....®
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Her name was Mattie Foley. She was the young cook in the harassed kitchen of the

boardinghouse, a pretty young woman with a four-year-old son, and a story as rueful as

Lafcadio’s.®
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She was a healthy, well built country girl, Whom the most critical must have called good
looking, robust, and ruddy, despite the toil in a boarding-house kitchen, ... She had never to
read or write, but possessed naturally a wonderful wealth of verbal description, a more than
ordinarily vivid memory, and a gift of conversation which would have charmed an Itarian

improvistore.



These things we learned during an idle half hour passed one summer’s evening in her
company on the kitchen stairs, ... to the weird earness of story-teller, the melody of her low,

soft voice, and thralling charm of her conversatoin, we cannot attempt to do justice.”)
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They had both been mistreated by this proud, indifferent society in which they had
struggled and barely made their way to this place. They might help each other. His senses
were stirred-and they had been starved. She offered warmth, vitality, fulfillment....

At twenty-two he felt only the force which drew him to the girl (She was four years younger

than he was.) and anger at the social order which said they should hold apart.(®
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An Ohio law, valid only between 1861 and 1877, prohibited the performance of a marriage

between a white person and Negro.1V
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Mattie stated later, probably with truth that she wanred Hearn that he would be ostracized
if he married her, and that she tried to prevent his insisting on the performance of the

ceremony But he could not be stopped.!?
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Apparently he lied to secure a license. He broke with one friend Who refused to be a
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witness. He was turned down by one minister before he seured the service of a second one.
Presumably all the participants of the ceremony knew that according to the letter of the new
marriage could not be a legal one. Yet Hearn bullied and pushed and persuaded and saw to
it that the ceremony took place in proper form.... Hearn’s closes’t friends knew the act. They
shrugged it off, or ceased to be his friends. A low whisper gossip begun, but did not crackle

into public attention for many months.!9
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When I was a young man in my twenties, I had an experience very like yours. I he solved
to take part of some people who were much clisliked in the place where I lived. I thought
that those who disliked them were morally wrong—so I argued boldly for them and went
over to their side. Then all the rest of the people stopped speaking to me and I hated them

for it.4¥
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