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Processing of positional information for letters in word recognition
— An examination of the effects of anagrams on lexical decisions —

OKADA, Junsuke (School of Psychology, Chukyo University, Yagoto-Honmachi, Showaku, Nagoya 466-8666)
MAKINO, Yoshitaka (School of Psychology, Chukyo University, Yagoto-Honmachi, Showaku, Nagoya 466-8666)

This study examined the effect of anagrams on the processing of Japanese Kana words. An anagram is
a word where letter position is changed but letters are identical with other words (e.g. 7 JVZ-2Jb 7).
An experiment was conducted using lexical decision tasks with anagrams and frequency. Anagrams facili-
tated lexical decisions for high frequency words, but no effect was seen for low frequency conditions, sug-
gesting that the visual recognition of a word does not necessarily utilize positional information for the

characters.
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