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Roles of parents as managers of the environment in which their children develop: Analysis of the process by
which parents select a kindergarten for their children

KOJIMA, Yasuo (School of Psychology, Chukyo University, Yagoto-Honmachi, Showaku, Nagoya 466-8666)

To explore the roles of parents as managers of the environment in which their children develop and the
psychological background of the parents, narratives written by the mothers of 2- to 3-year-old children on
an anonymous online message board listed on Yahoo! Japan, a popular internet site, were analyzed. On
this message board, information is exchanged regarding the selection of a kindergarten primarily by the
mothers with preschool children. The narratives were classified into several categories based on related
words and phrases for 197 contributions to this online message board between January and October 2003,
and a conceptual framework was developed by integrating these categories. The analysis revealed that,
with respect to their children, two main dimensions of environments were considered in kindergarten se-
lection for the children; the ability to enhance the child's development in various areas, and
comfortableness. The findings also indicated that the child's disposition mediated these two dimensions.
On the other hand, with regard to parental needs, three dimensions (physical cost, economic cost, and psy-
chological satisfaction) were considered. Apparently, a particular kindergarten was selected by counter-
balancing the costs and benefits not only for the child, but also for the parents. The results also suggest
that parents believe that there are some critical and sensitive periods during which their children can ac-
quire certain knowledge and/or social skills.
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