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TAT and Rorschach test - common features and differences

SUZUKI, Mutsuo (School of Psychology, ChukyoUniversity, Yagoto-Honmachi, Showa-ku, Nagoya 466-8666)

The present paper attempts to clarify common features and differences between the TAT and
Rorschach test in terms of several aspects that could be common to all psychological tests. These aspects
are the basic nature of the test task, material comprising the test, the response-producing process, level of
interpretation of material, influence of culture on responses and the psychic layer or aspect to be focused
on. Both tests are based on and activate innate human tendencies to identify objects encountered. The fact
that TAT material could not be created without any intention may not only direct the subject toward cor-
rect interpretations of pictures, but also may limit the potential for quantitative analysis of response con-
tents, due to qualitative differences. Subjects examining an ink blot in the Rorschach can call up anything
from among their repertoire of experience, but subjects examining a picture in the TAT make a narrower
choice among various human situations psychologically close to them."Adequate" levels of material inter-
pretation exist for each test, and normal levels of interpretation can be too high for one or too low for the
other. Factors playing an important part in causing M responses in the Rorschach may include body sche-
mata, and the identification of what human faces express, which is so important in the TAT, may also de-
pend on some specific inborn organization. Things that are seen vividly in terms of color, perspective,
surface quality and the like in the Rorschach give an impression of subject affinity and a resultant high
symbolic value, while in the TAT the unconscious grasping of certain implications and values of an object
may determine the story content. The influence of culture on responses is obvious with both tests, and the
meanings of popular responses should be examined from this perspective. What aspect or layer of the mind
both tests focus on cannot be simply determined.
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