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Cognitive map and visual evaluation of environment in the old

TSUJI, Keiichiro (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)
WAKE, Tenji (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)

This study analyzed cognition and evaluation of environment in the old. Cognitive maps were collected
from 400 subjects of five age groups and classified into five types by the level of minuteness. Minuteness
increased with age from late 20s to low 60s, and reduced thereafter, which suggests that in case of emer-
gency the old would have difficulties in their way-finding guided by cognitive map. Comfortableness of
a homogeneously illuminated visual field was rated by 60 subjects of two age groups and plotted as a func-
tion of illumination levels. Old adults gave higher evaluation for a dimly illuminated field, whereas young
adults preferred a highly illuminated field to the dimly illuminated one. The judgments given by old adults
resembled to those shown by white people from Britain and Finland. Such an approach to cognitive and
evaluative tendencies in the old, having just started, must be promising from both scientific and profes-

sional points of view.
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