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(original)

In ancient times, as story tells,
The saints would often leave
their cells,

And stroll about, but hide their
quality,

To try good people’s hospitality.

(revised)

In ancient times, as story tells,
The saints would often leave
their cells,

And stroll about, but hide their
quality,

To try good people’s hospitality.
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It happen’d on a winter’s night,
As authors of the legend write,
Two brother hermits, saints by
trade,

Taking their tour in masquer-
ade,

Came to a village hard by
Rixham,

Ragged and not a groat betwixt
‘em.

It rain’d as hard as it could pour,
Yet they were forc’'d to walk an
hour

Fom house to house, wet to the
skin,

Before one soul would let 'em in.

They call'd at every door: “Good
people,

My comrade’s blind, and I'm a
creeple!

Here we lie starving in the
street,

"Twould grieve a body's heart to
see’t,

No Christian would turn out a
beast,

In such a dreadful night at least;
Give us but straw and let us lie
In yonder barn to keep us dry.”
Thus in the strollers’ usual cant
They begg’d relief, which none
would grant;

No creature valued what they

said,
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It happen’d on a winter night,
As authors of the legend write,
Two brother hermits, saints by
trade,

Taking their tour in masquer-
ade,

Disguis'd in tatter'd habits, went
To a small village down in Kent:
Where, in the strollers’ canting
strain,

They begg'd from door to door
In vain,

Tried every tone might pity win,

But not a soul would let them in.
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One family was gone to bed:
The master bawled out half
asleep,

“You fellows what a noise you
keep!

So many beggars pass this way,
We can’t be quiet night or day;
We cannot serve you every one;
Pray take your answer and
begone,”

One swore he’d send 'em to the
stocks;

A third could not forbear his
mocks,

But bawl'd as loud as he could
roar,

“You're on the wrong side of the
door !”

One surly clown look’t out and
said,

“I'll fling the #**+*—x*+ on your
head:

You shan’t come here, nor get a
sous !

You look like rogues would rob
a house,

Can’t you go work, or serve the
king?

You blind and lame! 'Tis no
such thing.

That’s but a counterfeit sore
leg!

For shame! Two sturdy rascals
beg!

If I come down, I'll spoil your
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trick,
And cure you both with a good

stick.”
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A Description of the Morning

Now hardly here and there a hackney coach
Appearing, showed the ruddy morn’s approach.
Now Betty from her master’s bed has flown,

And softly stole to discompose her own.

The slipshod prentice from his master’s door

Had pared the dirt, and sprinkled round the floor.
Now Moll had whirled her mop with dexterous airs,
Prepared to scrub the entry and the stairs.

The youth with broomy stumps began to trace

The kennel-edge, where wheels had worn the place.
The smallcoal man was heard with cadence deep;
Till drowned in shriller notes of chimney-sweep.
Duns at his L.ordship’s gate began to meet;

And Brickdust Moll had screamed through half a street.
The turnkey now his flock returning sees,

Duly let out a-nights to steal for fees.

The watchful bailiffs take their silent stands;

And schoolboys lag with satchels in their hands.
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(1) The Story of Baucis and Philemon.

(2) Ovid (43B.C. — ?A.D.17).
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(3} Joseph Addison (1672 — 1719).
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(4) Francis Elrington Ball (1863 — 1928)
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The Correspondence of Jonathan Swift (1910 — 14).

(5) Swift’s Verse (Octagon Books, 1970), pp. 68 — 9.

(6) A Proposal for Correcting, Improving, and Ascertaining the English Tongue
(1712).
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(8) John Partridge (1644 — 1715), 5% John Hewson.
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10 Predictions For The Year 1708.

1) Isaac Bickerstaff.

)  The Prose Writings of Jonathan Swift, Vol. 11, p. 145.

19 The Accomplishment of the First of Mr. Bickerstaff's Predictions (1708).

19 A Vindication of Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. (1709).

(1% The Post Boy

(16} first-fruits.
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(I The Sentiments of a Church-of-England Man with Respect to Religion and
Government.

8 An Argument against Abolishing Christianity in England.

9 A Project for the Advancement of Religion and the Reformation of Manners.

0 The Prose Writings of Jonathan Swift, Vol. II, p. 25
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) Lady Elizabeth Germain (d. 1769).

8 Catherine Burton 4:54F 4 ZE.
29 St. Martin’s Street.

30 Leicester
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31} Charles Ford. (1682 — 1741), #&%, 4V N—fgiTad) HARD SV, K& 75
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2 Woodpark.
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33 Thomas Herbert, 8th Earl of Pembroke (c. 1656 — 1733).

34 Sir Andrew Fountaine (1676 — 1753).

33 Robert Hunter (d. 1734).

36 Charles Jervas (C. 1675 — 1793). Fi{&®% /%3, Don Quixote DOFRAF
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30 Alexander Pope (1688 — 1744).
(3 Henry St. John Bolingbroke, Ist Viscount (1678 — 1751).
39 Bodleian Library, Oxford.
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