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He was a comely handsome fellow, perfectly well made; with
straight strong limbs, not too large; tall and well shaped, and
as I reckon, about twenty six vears of age. He had a very good

countenance, not a fierce and surly aspect; but seemed to have
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something very manly in his face, and yet he had all the sweet-
ness and softness of an European in his countenance too, espe-
cially when he smiled. His hair was long and black, not curled
like wool; his forehead very high and large, and a great viva-
city and sparkling sharpness in his eyes. The colour of his skin
was not quite black, but very tawny; and yet not of an ugly
yellow nauseous tawny, as the Brasilians, and Virginians and
other natives of America are; but of a bright kind of a dun
olive colour that had in it something very agreeable, tho’ not
very easy to describe. His face was round and plump; his nose
small, not flat like negroes, a very good mouth, thin lips, and
his fine teeth well set, and white as ivory.

(pp. 208-209)
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‘Well, said I to him, ‘Friday, what will you do now? Why
don’t you shoot him?, ‘No shoot, says Friday, ‘no yet, me shoot
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now, me no Kkill; me stay, give you one more laugh,; and in-
deed so he did, as you will see presently: for when the bear
see his enemy gone, he comes back from the bough where he
stood; but did it mighty leisurely, looking behind him every
step, and coming backward till he got into the body of the tree;
then with the same hinder end foremost, he came down the
tree, grasping it with his claws, and moving one foot at a time,
very leisurely; at this juncture, and just before he could set
his hind feet upon the ground, Friday stept up close to him,
clapt the muzzle of his piece into his ear, and shot him dead as

a stone.
(p. 290)
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When I pulled the trigger I did not hear the bang or feel the
kick one never does when a shot goes home - but 1 heard the
devilish roar of glee that went up from the crowd. In that in-
stant, in too short a time, one would have thought, even for

the bullet to get there, a mysterious, terrible change had come
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over the elephant. He neither stirred nor fell, but every line
of his body had altered. He looked suddenly stricken, shrunken,
immensely old, as though the frightful impact of the bullet had
paralysed him without knocking him down. At last, after what
seemed a long time-it might have been five seconds, I dare say
he sagged flabbily to his knees. His mouth slobbered. An en-
ormous senility seemed to have settled upon him. One could
have imagined him thousands of years old. I fired again into the
same spot. At the second shot he did not collapse but climbed
with desperate slowness to his feet and stood weakly upright.
with legs sagging and head drooping. I fired a third time. That
was the shot that did for him. You could see the agony of it
jolt his whole body and knock the last remnant of strength from
his legs. But in falling he seemed for a moment to rise, for
as his hind legs collapsed beneath him he seemed to tower up-
wards like a huge rock toppling, his trunk reaching skywards
like a tree. He trumpeted, for the first and only time. And
then down he came, his belly towards me, with a crash that
seemed to shake the ground even where 1 lay.

(p. 271)
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I called my other man, and giving him a horn of powder,
I bad him lay a train all along the piece of timber and let it be
a large train; he did so, and had but just time to get away,
when the wolves came up to it, and some were got up upon it;
when I snapping an uncharged pistol close to the powder, set
it on fire; those that were upon the timber were scorcht with
it, and six or seven of them fell, or rather jumped in among
us, with the force and fright of the fire; we dispatched these
in an instant, and the rest were so frighted with the light,
which the night, for it was now very dark, made more terrible,
that they drew back a little.

Upon which I ordered our last pistol to be fired off in one

volley, and after that we gave a shout; upon this, the wolves
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turned tail, and we sally’d immediately upon near twenty lame
ones, who we found struggling on tne ground, and fell a cutting
them with our swords, which answered our expectation; for
the crying and howling they made was bhetter understood by
their fellows, so that they all fled and left us.

(pp. 294-295)
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