PEORY DEEDTYERE « DBLEER R
F8% H1vy (2008 1—15 K

ERICKDITRAFAICE

bF 5 RIERT

ShEE R D MBEIREFRICKIFTHE
— HORWHEREQOFEENEFRDLENYICHICOT

HREZDEANE —

PRAFOEZR NG EHE®

Effects of group re-formation during the transition from 4- to 5-year-old classes on peer relationships
: effects of unusually intimate partners on relationship formation

KOJIMA, Yasuo (Chukyo University)

Relationships among kindergartners were examined longitudinally after groups were re-formed during
the transition from 4-year-old to 5-year-old classes. Two 5-year-old classes (31 members in each class),
each of which contained about half of the children in the combined 4-year-old classes, were observed once
a week at 3 times during the day: morning assembly, lunch time, and evening assembly. In each setting,
children could carry their own chairs and sit near their favorite partners. Based on the proximity data in
these 3 settings, unusually intimate partnerships among children for each of 3 periods (April to May, June
to July, and September to November) were identified by comparison with chance levels. In one of the 5-
year-old classes, where about half of the children were not in the same 5-year-old class as their unusual
partner in a 4-year-old class, children sat near other children who had been in the same 4-year-old class,
even though they were not frequently close to each other in the earlier class, which indicates that acquain-
tance greatly helps to reduce the effects of the socio-environmental transition that accompanies class re-
formation. Also, it appeared that partnerships among children who were in different 4-year-old classes but
were assigned to the same 5-year-old classes developed a few months after class re-formation. According
to a qualitative examination of the data, some partners were not in close proximity even soon after class-
reformation, even though their proximity indexes were above the chance level in the 4-year-old class, and
other children did not form stable unusual relationships, perhaps because their partners in their 4-year-old
class were in the other 5-year-old class. In Japan, a membership in nursery school is usually organized by
nursery teachers at class re-formation, as a membership in primary school is. Therefore, the effects of such
re-formation on the social relationships of each member should be closely examined.
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