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Kinetic mother-and-child drawings

BABA, Shizu (School of Psychology, Chukyo University)

The present study compared mother-and-child drawings with kinetic mother-and-child drawings.
University students were instructed to "draw a mother and child" (mother-and-child drawing) and "draw
a mother and child doing activities together" (kinetic mother-and-child drawing). The most important
difference between the drawings resulting from the two different instructions was "body touch” between
the mother and child figures. Kinetic mother-and-child drawings had fewer depictions of "body touch" be-
tween mother and child figures than mother-and-child drawings. The question we must consider here is
the meaning that "body touch" expresses in these drawings. To answer this question, an attachment style
questionnaire for adults was used to clarify the meaning of "non-body touch". Low-secure group and high-
secure group were extracted from the questionnaire. Compared with the low-secure group, the figures
drawn by the high-secure group were more often smiling. Smiling figures in the mother-and-child draw-
ings made by the high-secure group were determined to represent an emotional bond. In comparison with
"facial expression”, "body touch" is an objective index (an objective index is required for the interpretation
of drawings). The results of the present study demonstrated that "body touch” is not a clear index in ki-

netic mother-and-child drawing.
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