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“I like your little dot with the flames round it,” she said
meditatively.

Ralph nearly tore the page from her hand in shame and
despair when he saw her actually contemplating the idiotic
symbol of his most confused and emotional moments.

He was convinced that it could mean nothing to another,
although somehow to him it conveyed not only Katharine her-
self but all those states of mind which had clustered round her
since he first saw her pouring out tea on a Sunday afternoon.
It represented by its circumference of smudges surrounding a
central blot all that encircling glow which for him surrounded,

inexplicably, so many of the objects of life, softening their sharp
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outline, so that he could see certain streets, books, and situa-
tions wearing a halo almost perceptible to the physical eye.
(p. 522)
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“Yes, the world looks something like that to me too.”
(p. 522)
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Whether there was any correspondence between the two pros-
pects now opening before them they shared the same sense of
the impending future, vast, mysterious, infinitely stored with
undeveloped shapes which each would unwrap for the other to
behold; but for the present the prospect of the future was
enough to fill them with silent adoration. At any rate, their
further attempts to communicate articulately were interrupted
by a knock on the door, and..... (p. 523)
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“I seE a ring,” said Bernard, “hanging above me. It quiveré and
hangs in a loop of light.”
“I see a slab of pale yellow,” said Susan, “spreading away until

it meets a purple stripe.”
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“I hear a sound,” said Rhoda, “cheep, chirp; cheep, chirp; going
up and down.”

“I see a globe,” said Neville, “hanging down in a drop against
the enormous flanks of some hill.”

“I see a crimson tassel,” said Jinny, “twisted with hold threads.”

“I hear something stamping,” said Louis. “A great beast’s foot

is chained. It stamps, and stamps, and stamps.” (p. 6)
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“But you've shared with me,” Cassandra said. “Why can’t |
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share with you? Why am I so mean? I know why it is,” she
added. “We understand each other, William and 1. You've
never understood each other. You're too different.”

“I've never admired anybody more,” William interposed.

“It’s not that”—Cassandra tried to enlighten him—"“it’s under-
standing.”

“Have [ never understood you, Katharine? Have I been very
selfish?”

“Yes,” Cassandra interposed. “You've asked her for sympathy,
and she’s not sympathetic; you've wanted her to be practical,
and she’s not practical. You've been selfish; you've been exact-
ing—and so has Katharine—but it wasn’t anybody’s fault.”

(p. 439, 440)
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“The only truth which she could discover was the truth of
what she herself felt—a frail beam when compared with the
broad illumination shed by the eyes of all the people who are in
agreement to see together; but having rejected the visionary
voices, she had no choice but to make this her guide through
the dark masses which confronted her. She tried to follow her
beam, with an expression upon her face which would have
made any passer-by think her reprehensibly and almost ridic-

ulously detached from the surrounding scene. (p. 330)
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The Scene ended. Reason descended from her plith.

God’s truth!” cried Bertholomew catching the infection of the

language. ‘There’s a moral for you!

A moral. What? Giles supposed it was: Where there’s a Will
there’s a Way. The words rose and pointed a finger of scorn at
him. ‘ (p. 174, 175)
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Their minds and bodies were too close, yet not close enough.
We aren’t free, each of them felt separately, to feel or think

separately, nor yet to fall asleep.
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BELNO TV,

And if we're left asking questions, isn’t it a failure, as a play?

I must say I like to feel sure if I go to the theatre, that I've
grasped the meaning... Or was that, perhaps, what she
meant?... Ding dong. Ding... that if we don’t jump to conclu-
sions, if you think, and I think perhaps one day thinking differ-
 ently, we shall think the same? ‘ (p. 233)
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How difficult to come to any conclusion! She wished they

would hurry on with the next scene. She liked to leave a
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theatre knowing exactly what was meant.....
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‘The Victorians, Mrs. Swithin mused. I don’t believe’ she said
with her odd little smile, ‘that there ever were such people. -
Only you and me and William dressed differently.’

You don’t believe in history, said William. (p. 203)
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‘D’'you get her meaning? said Mrs. Swithin alighting suddenly.
‘Miss La Trobe’s?”
Isa, whose eyes had been wandering, shook her head.

‘But you might say the same of Shakespeare,’ said Mrs. Swi-
thin. (p. 204)
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Look! Out they come, from the bushes—the riff-raff. Chil-
dren? Imps-elves-demons. Holding what? Tin cans? Bedroom
candle-sticks? Old jars® My Dear, that’s the cheval glass from
the Rectory! And the mirror—that I lent her. My motherss.
Cracked. What’s the motion. Anything thats bright enough to

reflect presumably, ourselves? Ourselves! Ourselves! (p. 214)
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