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"Watching the house" is a common excuse used by unemployed shut-ins (hikikomori/
NEET), who suggest that they are providing a service by looking after the house rather than
just hiding themselves away.
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Standing in the hallway: This form of punishment, involving holding heavy buckets full of
water in the hallway, is a throwback to the days when corporal punishment was regularly
practiced in schools. They don't do it anymore, of course.
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Fujiko Mine: An iconic femme fatale from the Lupin Il manga and anime series. She uses
her voluptuous body and charms to seduce the mystery thief Lupin into divulging important
information or acting on her whims. Even her name references her sexy body - it has often
been suggested that if Fujiko's name was translated into English, it would be "Twin Peaks."
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Oh Mirror! Oh Mirror! Mr. Mirror!: In the 1970s, there was an American television show
for very young children called Romper Room in which the host looked at the audience
through an empty mirror frame and said, "I see Tommy, and Anne, and Carol, and...etc." Of
course, she was listing common names, and those with uncommon names were fated to never
been "seen" by the host. Japan's version of Romper Room had exactly the same sequence, al-
though the song was a little different (which Maru and Moro sing for us). Do you remember
Romper Room? No? That's the generation gap for you.
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