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‘Athletic Sports’ at the Imperial Naval College in 1876 and ‘Athletic Sports’
for Foreigners in Tokyo

Kichiji KIMURA

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the developmental process of ‘Athletic Sports’ from the 1874
meeting of the Imperial Naval College to the 1883 meeting of Tokyo University. Official documents of
the government in the National Archives and articles of the Japan Weekly Mail were analyzed.

Results of this study were as follows :

1) It was ascertained that the Imperial Naval College held ‘Athletic Sports’ on April 7, 1876.

2 ) Although most of the events were the same as those in 1874, Japanese officials of the college also
joined the committee for the meeting and Japanese Fencing was added to the program. Thus the
meeting was somewhat “Japanized” this time. Moreover, it must be noted.that events including
casualness and uncertainty, such as a blindfold race, a flat race with a bucket of water on the head, and
a flat race to pick up 20 eggs, were not adopted in 1876.

3) The same site was used for ‘Athletic Sports’ by foreigners’ athletic organizations, i. e., the Tokyo
Amateur Athletic Association in 1876 and the Tokio Athletic Club in 1877 and 1878. The Parade Ground
being at the disposal of the athletic organizations by the Naval Department, the attendance of the band
of the Imperial Japanese Marines, and the participation of the cadets of the Imperial Naval College
suggest that there was a close relationship and that the organizations were supported by the Naval
Department and the Imperial Naval College.

4) F. W. Strange who taught English at Tokyo English College, later the Preparatory Course of Tokyo
University, was an active member of those organizations. He also participated in the various meetings
and matches held by foreigners’ sports organizations in Yokohama. With his rich experiences in
administration and participation, he worked for the introduction of ‘Athletic Sports’ at Tokyo Univer-
sity. From the viewpoint of sports history he was in fact a mediator between ‘Athletic Sports’ of the
Imperial Naval College and that of Tokyo University.

5) Before the meeting of Tokyo University, F. W. Strange published a booklet, the title of which was
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“OUTDOOR GAMES” . It aimed to give some information on the outdoor games to Japanese students

to induce them to keep their health. The program of ‘Athletic Sports’ was composed of the same events

as those cited in the booklet except for the three-legged race. It showed the exclusion of the events

including casualness and uncertainty while the later Gymnastics Exhibition included some of those

events, which became indispensable items for school undoka:.
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1. Flat Race for Students under 15 years, Dist.
100 Yards.

2. Hurdle Race for Students over 15 years, Dist.
300 Yards.

3. Flat Race for Students under 12 years, Dist.
150 Yards. :

. Long Jump.

. High Jump.

. Throwing the Shot.

. Three Legged Race.

. Flat Race for Students over 15 years, Dist.

450 Yards.

9. Pole Jump.

10. Japanese Fencing.

11. Hop, Step and Jump.

12. Steeple Chase for all Commers Dist. 300
Yards. N B Restricted to those belonging to the
Naval Department.

13. Catching a Pig by the Tail (Time allowance)
no Pig no Prize (Can start twice)

14. Three standing Jumps (Feet to be close)

15. Throwing Hammer.

16. Pig with the Greasy Tail.

17. Tug of War.

o 3 & O

1. Flat Race for Students under 15 Years, Dist.
300 Yards.

2. Flat Race for Students over 15 years Dist. 600
Yards.

3. Flat Race for Students under 12 Years, Dist.
150 Yards.

. Long Jump.

High Jump.

. Throwing the Shot.

. Three Legged Race.

. Flat Race for Students over 15 Years to carry
a Student over 10 Years, Dist. 200 Yards.

9. Pole Jump.

10. Walking Match.

11. Blindfold Race, Distance 50 Yards.

12. Hop, Step, & Jump.

13. Steeple Chase for all Children, Dist. 300
Yards. N B Restricted to those belonging, to
the College.

14. Catching a Pig by the Tail (Time Allowance)
no Pig no Prize (Can be started twice)

15. Three standing Jumps.

16. Flat Race with a Bucket of Water on the
Head, the one that brings back the most Water
in the shortest time to be the Winner, Dist. 50
Yards.

17. Flat Race to pick up 20 Eggs one yard apart,
the Last Egg to be 40 yards from the Winning
Post (Time & Eggs to count) Distance 200
Yards.

18. To finish with the Pig being caught if not
caught before.
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. Throwing the Cricket Ball — Strange.

. Long Jump — Charlesworth.

. Flat Race, 100 yds. — Peacock.

. Throwing the Hammer — E. Dillon.

. Hop Step and Jump — E. Dillon.

. Flat Race, 150 yds. — Aberdeen.

. Putting the Shot — W. Dillon.

. Flat Race, 200 yds. — Peacock.

. High Jump — E. Dillon.

Hurdle Race — Charlesworth.

. Pole Jump — Charlesworth.

12.
deen.

13. Height and Distance Jump — E. Dillon.

14. Flat Race (1 mile) — 1st, Strange ;
Hancock.

15. Consolation Race — Tempest.

16. Visitors’ Race — 200 yds. — Grant.

17. Flat Race, for Cadets of the Naval College
only. 300 yds. — 1st. H. Sakamoto ; 2nd, Kano.

18. A Jinrikisha Race, and one between the boats

of the Naval College on the Canal.
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Flat Race, Ladies’s Purse (1/4 mile) — Aber-

2nd,
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100 Yards Flat, Handicap.

. Drop Kick with Foot Ball.

. 150 Yards Flat, Handicap.

. Half Mile Flat.

. Hurdle Race, 120 Yards, over 10 Flights
. Putting the Shot, 16 Ibs.

. 440 Yards Flat, Handicap. Ladies’ Purse
. Hop, Step, and Jump.

. 1 Mile Flat.

Long Jump.

. 200 Yards Flat, Handicap.

Half Mile Flat, Handicap.

Sack Race.

1 Mile Walking, Handicap.

150 Yards Flat, Handicap. (for married men)
Steeple Chase.

Consolation.

Winner’s Stakes.
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. Flat Race, 100 Yards. Handicap.

Throwing the Cricket Ball. Handicap.

. Throwing the Hammer, 16 1bs. Handicap.

. Pole Jump. Handicap.

. Flat Race, 150 Yards. Handicap.

Long Jump. Handicap.

. Hurdle Race, 120 Yards, 10 Flights. Handi-

cap.

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Putting the Shot, 16 lbs., Handicap.

Ladies’ Purse, 1/4 Mile, for Memmbers only.
Handicap.

High Jump. Handicap.

Flat Race, 1 Mile. Handicap.

Hop, Step, and Jump. Handicap.

Three Legged Race.

Cosolation, 200 Yards.

Flat Race, 200 Yards. For Cadets of the Impe-

. Flat Race, 100 Yards. Handicap.

. Throwing the Cricket Ball. Handicap.

. Throwing the Hammer, 16lbs. Handicap.

. Flat race, 150 Yards. Handicap.

Long Jump. Handicap.

. Putting the Shot, 16 1bs. Handicap.

Hurdle Race, 120 Yards. Handicap.

High Jump. Handicap.

Ladies’ Purse, 1/4 Mile. For members only.
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Handicap.

10. Pole Jump. Handicap.

11. Hop, Step, and Jump. Handicap.

12. One Mile Walking. Handicap.

13. Flat Race, 100 Yards. For married men and
visitors got up in its place.

14. Flat Race, 200 Yards. For Cadets of the Impe-
rial Naval Collge.

rial Naval College.

15. Consolation Race, 200 Yards.

DTHBHZERELMNTIB, oL, Ba i
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K4 I83FEEEXFNEEFHER & “OUTDOOR GAMES” »#ER & o) teak
1833FEH L AF¥ OB H “OUTDOOR GAMES” ofE R
1. 100yd Race. Trial Heats. 1 p. m. 1. 100 YARD RACE.
2. Throwing the Cricket Ball. (200 yards, 1/4 mile, 1/2 mile)
3. 100yd Race. Final. 2. HIGH JUMP.
4. High Jump. 3. LONG JUMP.
5. 220yd Race. Trial Heats. 4. HOP STEP AND JUMP.
6. Long Jump. 5. POLE JUMP.
7. 220yd Race. Final. 6. THREE-LEGGED RACE.
8. Putting the Shot. 7. CONSOLATION RACE.
9. 440yd Race. 8. THROWING THE CRICKET BALL.
10. Hurdle Race. Trial Heats. 9. PUTTING THE SHOT.
11. Throwing the Hammer. 10. THROWING THE HAMMER.
12. Hurdle Race. Final. 11. HURDLE RACING.
13. Pole Jump.
14. 880yd Race.
15. Consolation.

The prizes will be distributed after the sports are
over.
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