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A Study on Medical Books Found in the Library of Taiso-Denshujyo
(The National Normal School of Gymnastics)

Kichiji KIMURA

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the characteristics of medical books found in the Library
of Taiso-Denshujo (the National Normal School of Gymnastics). Those books had been relocated to the
library at the University of Tsukuba. Results of this study are as follows :

1) As the conception and the method of physical education should have been introduced into Japan
from America and European countries at the beginning of the modernization of Japan, the school
under the direction of Leland, G. A. tried to purchase the western books of medicine as well as those
of physical education.

2 ) Taiso-Denshujyo changed the curriculam from the education which depended much on the western
books to that using Japanese translation in 1871. This change urged the library of the school to get
many books of translation.

3) The medical books of Japanese translation began to increase since 1878 and it met the demand of
the changing education in the school.

4 ) The library collected two kinds of western medical books for the student. The one was an academic
type of thick book and the other was a popular type of handy book.

5) As regards the western books of medicine used for the text book or reference one, the library had
the books published in 1880. It was the early period of the school that the library bought many
western medical books.

6 ) Among the western medical books, E. A. Parkes’ A Manual of Practical Hygiene had an important
meaning for the making of physical education. Because the book greatly influenced upon the G. A.
Leland’s lectures of physical education, particularly on the effect of exercise.
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