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ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint
I. INTRODUCTION
1. The ASEAN Leaders adopted the Declaration of ASEAN Concord Il (Bali Concord I1) in Bali,
Indonesia on 7 October 2003 to establish an ASEAN Community by 2020. The ASEAN Commu-
nity shall be established comprising three pillars, namely political and security community, eco-
nomic community, and sociocultural community that are closely intertwined and mutually
reinforcing for the purpose of ensuring durable peace, stability, and shared prosperity in the re-
gion.
2. At the 12th ASEAN Summit on 13th January 2007 in Cebu, the Philippines the Leaders, af-
firming their strong commitment to accelerate the establishment of the ASEAN Community by
2015, signed the Cebu Declaration on the Acceleration of an ASEAN Community by 2015.
3. The 13th ASEAN Summit held in Singapore on 20th November 2007, agreed to develop an
ASCC Blueprint to ensure that concrete actions are undertaken to promote the establishment of
an ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC).
@)
1.
Il. CHARACTERISTICS AND ELEMENTS
4. The primary goal of the ASCC is to contribute to realising an ASEAN Community that is
people-centred and socially responsible with a view to achieving enduring solidarity and unity
among the nations and peoples of ASEAN by forging a common identity and building a caring
and sharing society which is inclusive and harmonious where the well-being, livelihood, and wel-

fare of the peoples are enhanced.



5. The ASCC will address the region's aspiration to lift the quality of life of its peoples through
cooperative activities that are people-oriented and environmentally friendly geared towards the
promotion of sustainable development. The ASCC shall contribute to building a strong founda-
tion for greater understanding, good neighbourliness, and a shared sense of responsibility.

6. The ASCC is characterised by a culture of regional resilience, adherence to agreed principles,
spirit of cooperation, collective responsibility, to promote human and social development, respect
for fundamental freedoms, gender equality, the promotion and protection of human rights and
the promotion of social justice.

7. The ASCC shall respect the different cultures, languages, and religions of the peoples of
ASEAN emphasise their common values in the spirit of unity in diversity and adapt them to pre-
sent realities, opportunities and challenges.

8. The ASCC will also focus on the social dimension of Narrowing the Development Gap (NDG)
towards bridging the development gap among Member States.

9. Based on the above, the ASCC envisages the following characteristics:

(a) Human Development; (b) Social Welfare and Protection; (¢) Social Justice and Rights; (d)
Ensuring Environmental Sustainability (e) Building the ASEAN Identity; and (f) Narrowing

the Development Gap.

A. Human Development (only titles to explain)

A.1. Advancing and prioritising education

A.2. Investing in human resource development

A.3. Promotion of decent work

A.4. Promoting Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

A.5. Facilitating access to applied Science and Technology (S&T)

A.6. Strengthening entrepreneurship skills for women, youth, elderly and persons with disabili-
ties

A.7. Building civil service capability

Social Welfare and Protection
Social Justice and Rights
Ensuring Environmental Sustainability

Building ASEAN ldentity

moO O W

43. Strategic Objective: Create a sense of belonging, consolidate unity in diversity and enhance

deeper mutual understanding among ASEAN Member States about their culture, history,
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religion, and civilisation.

Actions:

i. Review and develop new Regional and National Communication Plan in each Member State to
support ASEAN identity and awareness building efforts;

ii. Encourage all sectoral bodies to intensify their efforts in promoting ASEAN identity and
awareness as well as enhance the roles of Senior Officials Responsible for Information (SOMRI),
Senior Officials Meeting on Culture and Arts (SOMCA) and the ASEAN Committee on Culture
and Information (COCI) in promoting ASEAN identity and awareness;

iii. Undertake a coordinated production of printed, broadcast and multimedia materials on
ASEAN to be reproduced and disseminated by national information agencies and private agen-
cies of ASEAN Member States starting in 2009;

iv. Engage the mainstream media in promoting, on a continuing basis, all ASEAN programmes
and projects, including ASEAN's cultural heritage and arts and the work of COCI;

v. Increase media exchange and networking of communication personnel among ASEAN Mem-
ber States and between ASEAN and its Dialogue Partners;

vi. Support school activities promoting ASEAN awareness, such as by encouraging the obser-
vance of the annual ASEAN Day;

vii. Initiate the establishment of linkages among ASEAN cities and townships, especially those
with cultural arts and heritage elements.;

viii. Support the ASEAN Foundation's mandate to promote ASEAN identity and awareness and
people-topeople interactions, primarily within ASEAN, but also between ASEAN and its friends
and partners;

ix. Promote ASEAN sporting events in the national and private media such as the SEA Games.
And PARA Games;

X. Encourage the use of ASEAN Anthem and other ASEAN Symbols to raise ASEAN awareness
in ASEAN Member States;

Xi. Encourage the establishment of ASEAN associations at national levels to promote awareness
of ASEAN in ASEAN Member States;

xii. Encourage the deepening of understanding and tolerance among the peoples of ASEAN
through interfaith dialogue and ensuring adequate exposure of these events in the media;

Xiii. Promote a culture of tolerance among media personnel about the diverse culture, religion
and ethnicity of ASEAN by conducting enhanced inter-media dialogue among ASEAN media and
in cooperation with other international actors;

xiv. Enhance the use of and the capability to utilize new media technologies such as digital

broadcasting to promote ASEAN awareness and identity and facilitating ASEAN media indust-



ry collaborations to showcase Member States' culture, developments and talents;

Xv. Strengthen national capabilities in the preservation and promotion of audio-visual heritage;
Xvi. Encourage active participation of ASEAN Media Editors through regular Meetings to pro-
mote ASEAN awareness;

Xxvii. Encourage cooperation and networking including book exchange programmes among li-
braries in ASEAN; and

Xxviii. Disseminate ASEAN culture, social traditions and values particularly among the young
generation through the media.

XixX. Promote exchanges of television programmes to enhance cross-culture understanding
among ASEAN Member States;

xX. Mobilise the mass media and other cultural institutions to disseminate and share informa-
tion on ASEAN culture, developments, accomplishments, benefits, and objectives to the people;
xxi. Encourage youth exchanges such as the conduct of youth camps and similar activities to
promote ASEAN arts and culture performances, ASEAN awareness and a sense of community
among the public; and

xXii. Include the studies on ASEAN arts and culture as well as their values in school curriculum.

E.2. Preservation and promotion of ASEAN cultural heritage

44. Strategic Objective: Promote the conservation and preservation of ASEAN cultural heritage
to ensure its continuity to enhance awareness and understanding of the people about the unique
history of the region and the cultural similarities and differences between and among ASEAN
Member States as well as to protect the distinctiveness of ASEAN cultural heritage as a whole.
E.3. Promotion of Cultural Creativity and Industry

45. Strategic Objective: Enhance ASEAN identity and togetherness through cultural creativity
and the promotion and cooperation on cultural industry.

E.4. Engagement with the community

46. Strategic Objective: To inculcate an ASEAN identity and build a people-oriented ASEAN
where people are at the centre of community building, through the participation of all sectors of
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