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Classification of the functional use of colors and concepts of visibility

OCHIALI, Nobuhisa (Graduate School of Psychology, Chukyo University, Yagoto-honmachi, Showa-ku, Nagoya, 466-

8666)

KANSAKU, Hiroshi (School of Psychology, Chukyo University, Yagoto-honmachi, Showa-ku, Nagoya, 466-8666)

The present study attempted to classify the functional use of colors according to the following indices:
a) function; b) stimulus intensity; ¢c) number of stimuli; and d) objectives demanded by visual communi-
cation. The concepts and characteristics of visibility were summarized, and some problems related to the
concepts of visibility were discussed. Although some domains of engineering research view visibility as a
comprehensive concept including other functional characteristics, a more appropriate view is that visibil-
ity is a fundamental concept underlying the formation of other functional characteristics, rather than a
comprehensive concept. Furthermore, concepts and characteristics differ between visibility and attractive-

ness of colors.
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